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This  Volume,  Containing  Family  Records 
1  hat  Cover  the  Ent  ire  Period  of  American  Colonial 
ami  National  History  and  That  Span 
the  Continent  in  the  Lives  and 
Achievements  ol  Succeeding  Generations, 
Reaches  Its  High  Point  in 
the  St  ory  of  the  Life  and  S  ervice  of 

David  Edward  Skinner 

Industrialist,  financier,  Philanthropist, 
am  1  High-M  i  tided  Gentl  eman, 

To  W  hum  It  is  Dedicated  l»y 

His  Wife, 

Jeannette  C.  Whittemore  Skinner 
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SKINNER  ARMS 


Arms — Sable,  three  griffins’  heads  erased  argent. 

Crest — A  griffin’s  head  erased  argent  in  the  beak  a  dexter  hand  couped  at  the 
wrist  gules.  (Burke:  General  Armory.) 
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KINNER  is  an  English  family  name  which  is  derived 
from  the  occupation  of  dealing  in  skins.  Robertus  Skyn- 
ner,  skynner,  and  Willelmus  de  Parlyngton,  skynnar,  were 
recorded  in  the  Poll  Tax  of  Yorkshire  in  1379.  Henry  le 
Skynia  was  registered  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of  the  County 
Oxford,  A.  D.  1273,  Robert  le  Skynnere  in  the  Writs  of 
Parliament  in  1302,  and  Robert  le  Skynnar  in  Kirby’s 
yjucst  for  Somersetshire  in  1327. 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Surnames.) 


I 

JOHN  ( 1)  SKINNER  was  mentioned  in  the  will  of  John  Talcott,  of  Hart¬ 
ford,  Connecticut,  in  1659,  as  his  kinsman.  John  Talcott’s  mother  was  Anne 
Skinner,  daughter  of  William  Skinner,  of  Braintree,  County  Essex,  England. 
John  ( 1)  Skinner  was  apparently  also  from  Braintree  and  embarked  in  the  ship 
"Susan  and  Ellen,”  April  1  f,  1638.  He  arrived  in  Boston,  Massachusetts,  July 
17,  1638,  and  joined  the  new  settlement  led  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker,  at 
Hartford,  Connecticut,  where  he  was  found,  in  1639,  among  the  original  propri¬ 
etors.  The  inventory  of  his  estate  was  taken  October  23,  1651. 
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SKINNER 


John  ( i)  Skinner  married,  apparently  at,  or  near,  Braintree,  County  Essex, 
England,  in  1637,  Mary  Loomis,  who  was  born  about  1620,  and  died  at  Windsor, 
Connecticut,  August  10,  1680.  She  was  a  daughter  of  Joseph  Loomis,  who  was 
at  that  time  of  Braintree,  but  who  emigrated,  as  a  fellow-passenger  with  John 
Skinner  in  the  “Susan  and  Ellen,”  to  Boston,  Massachusetts,  in  1638.  Mary 
Loomis  married  (second),  November  13,  1651,  Owen  Tudor,  of  Windsor,  Con¬ 
necticut.  They  had  the  following  children :  Samuel,  Sarah,  Owen,  Ann,  and 
Mary  Tudor. 

Children  of  John  (1)  and  Mary  (Loomis)  Skinner: 

1.  Mary,  born  in  1638;  married  Robert  Reeve,  of  Hartford,  Connecticut. 

2.  Ann,  born  in  1639;  married  John  Colt,  ancestor  of  the  Hartford  Colts. 

3.  John  (2) ,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Joseph,  born  in  1643;  married,  April  5,  1666,  Mary  Filley,  of  Windsor, 

who  died  April  15,  1711. 

5.  Richard,  born  in  Hartford,  Connecticut,  in  1646. 

(Eli  as  Loomis:  Descendants ,  by  Female  Branches,  of  Joseph  Loomis,  Yol. 
I,  j).  108 ;  Revised  Edition,  p.  127.  H.  R.  Stiles:  History  and  Genealogies  of 
.'Indent  IVindsor,  Connecticut ,  Vol.  IT,  p.  687.) 

II 

JOHN  (2)  SKINNER,  son  of  John  (1)  and  Mary  (Loomis)  Skinner,  was 
Ixirn  in  1  f *4 1  and  died  September  15,  1690. 

John  (2)  Skinner  married  Mary  Easton.  (Easton  II.) 

Children ; 

l.  Mary,  burn  DniinUr  1,  1OO4:  married  Joseph  Carter. 

j,  John,  born  March  1,  1066  67;  married  Rachel  Pratt. 

3.  Joseph,  born  August  26,  1669. 

4.  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

5.  Richard,  bom  January  16,  1674. 
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SKINNER 


6.  Sarah,  born  November  4,  1677. 

7.  Thomas,  born  November  15,  1680. 

( Hartford ,  Connecticut,  Probates ,  Vol.  I,  p.  442.  H.  R.  Stiles:  History 
amt  Genealogies  of  Ancient  Windsor,  Connecticut,  Vol.  II,  p.  687.) 

III 

DEACON  NATHANIEL  SKINNER,  son  of  John  (2)  and  Mary  (Eas¬ 
ton)  Skinner,  was  born  April  5,  1672.  He  removed  to  Colchester,  Connecticut. 

Deacon  Nathaniel  Skinner  married,  June  13,  1706,  Mary  Gillet,  daughter  of 
Jonathan  Gillet. 

Children : 

1.  Nathaniel,  born  July  10,  1707. 

2.  Mary,  born  June  10,  1709. 

3.  Thomas,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Eunice,  born  December  5,  1715. 

5.  David,  born  January  7,  1717. 

6.  David,,  born  November  6,  1719. 

7.  Jonathan,  born  August  15,  1721. 

8.  Josiah,  born  April  30,  1724. 

9.  Joanna,  born  March  19,  1727. 

10.  Zeriah,  born  June  25,  1730. 

(Michael  Taintor:  Colchester,  Connecticut,  Records,  pp.  101-09.  H.  R. 
Stiles:  History  and  Genealogies  of  Ancient  Windsor,  Connecticut,  Vol.  II,  p. 
(My.  Nnv  England  Historical  ami  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  XLVII,  pp.  168- 

I  <*)  ) 

IV 

REV.  THOMAS  SKINNER,  son  of  Deacon  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Gillet) 
Skinner,  was  born  April  6,  1712,  and  died  October  10,  1762.  He  was  pastor  of 
the  Westchester,  Connecticut,  church  in  1740-42. 
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SKINNER 


Rev.  Thomas  Skinner  married  (first),  July  9,  1740,  Mary  Newhall,  who 
died  November  29,  1745;  he  married  (second),  October  2,  1746,  Mary 
Thompson. 

Children  of  second  marriage : 

1.  Benjamin,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Alice,  married,  in  Colchester,  Connecticut,  Jonathan  Champion,  born 

February  25,  1 744-45- 

(Elias  Loomis:  Descendants  of  Joseph  Loomis,  Vol.  1,  p.  109.  F.  B.  1  row- 
bridge:  The  Champion  Genealogy,  pp.  254,  272.  L.  M.  Boltwood:  History  and 
Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Thomas  Noble,  of  Westfield,  Massachusetts,  pp.  1 12, 

113) 

V 

DEACON  BENJAMIN  SKINNER,  son  of  Rev.  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Thompson)  Skinner,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  June  11,  i754>  and  died  during 
a  visit  to  Monroe,  Michigan,  December  4,  1828.  He  was  a  “gentleman  farmer 
of  great  intelligence,  uncommon  piety,  and  much  usefulness.  While  in  Williams- 
town  he  occupied  the  first  house  west  of  the  West  college,  which  was  burned  soon 
after  his  death.” 

Deacon  Benjamin  Skinner  married  twice.  He  married  (second),  Novem- 
l>er  3,  1803,  Deodamus  (Noble)  Clark,  who  was  born  in  New  Fairfield,  Con¬ 
necticut,  July  29,  1 766,  and  died  in  Williamstown,  Massachusetts,  February  7, 
tWn,  at  the  age  of  ninety-live  years  and  six  months,  widow  of  Daniel  Clark,  and 
daughter  of  lion  David  Noble,  of  New  Fairfield,  Connecticut.  She  retained  all 
her  mental  faculties  to  a  very  advanced  age.  She  made  her  home  in  Ypsilanti, 
Michigan,  for  many  years,  but  following  the  death  of  her  son,  George  Noble 
Skinner,  with  whom  she  resided,  she  returned  to  Williamstown,  Massachusetts, 
In  with  her  niece,  Mrs.  Eliza  N.  Brewster. 
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Child  of  Deacon  Benjamin  Skinner’s  first  marriage: 

1.  Samuel. 

Child  of  Benjamin  and  Deodamus  (Noble-Clark)  Skinner: 

2.  George  Noble,  of  whom  further. 

(L.  M.  Boltwood:  History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Thomas  Noble, 
of  Westfield,  Massachusetts ,  pp.  1 12-13.  Williamstoivn,  Massachusetts,  Vital 
Records. ) 

VI 

GEORGE  NOBLE  SKINNER,  son  of  Deacon  Benjamin  and  Deodamus 
(Noble-Clark)  Skinner,  was  born  in  Connecticut,  January  7,  1809,  and  died  in 
Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  April  8,  1850.  One  account  says  he  was  born  in  Williams- 
town,  Massachusetts,  but  this  is  obviously  an  error,  although  he  was  graduated 
in  1827  from  Williams  College,  in  Williamstown.  He  then  read  law  with  his 
half-brother,  Samuel  Skinner,  in  Le  Roy,  New  York,  and  a  little  later  removed 
to  Ypsilanti;  Michigan.  On  March  29,  1850,  George  Noble  Skinner  was 
appointed  a  member  of  the  State  board  of  education  in  Michigan  for  a  term  of 
three  years,  but  died  the  following  month.  Handsome  tombstones  mark  his 
grave  and  that  of  his  wife,  as  well  as  the  graves  of  other  members  of  their  fam¬ 
ily  in  Ypsilanti  Cemetery.  Under  date  of  April  15,  1850,  a  petition  was  drawn, 
in  connection  with  the  settlement  of  his  estate,  saying  that  his  heirs  were  “John 
H  Skinner,  aged  about  14,  Edward  N.  Skinner,  aged  about  10,  and  Angelina, 
widow  of  the  deceased.”  The  i>etition  requested  that  Angelina’s  brother,  Theo¬ 
dore  (lampion,  U*  ap|x>intcd  administrator  of  the  estate.  Theodore  Champion 
diet!  Augmt  .1,  1854.  aged  41.  and  is  buried  in  the  Skinner  lots  in  the  Ypsilanti 
Cemetery. 
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The  1850  census  of  Ypsilanti,  taken  after  April  of  that  year,  shows  the 
following: 

Angeline  Skinner,  age  34,  born  Connecticut. 

John  Skinner,  age  13,  born  Michigan. 

Edward  Skinner,  age  9,  born  Michigan. 

George  Noble  Skinner  married,  at  Le  Roy,  New  York,  October  16,  1833, 
Angeline  (Anzelina)  Champion,  who  was  born  at  Lebanon,  Connecticut,  May  2, 
1805,  and  died  at  Wichita,  Kansas,  July  6  or  July  14,  1888.  She  was  the  daugh¬ 
ter  of  John  Champion  and  is  buried  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan. 

Children : 

1.  John,  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  April  30,  1837. 

2.  Edward  Noble,  of  whom  further. 

(E.  B.  Trowbridge:  The  Trowbridge  Genealogy,  p.  254.  L.  M.  Boltwood: 
History  and  Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Thomas  Noble,  of  IVcst  field,  Massa¬ 
chusetts ,  pp.  112-13.  Michigan  Historical  Commission:  Michigan  Biographies, 
Vol.  II,  j).  293.  Michigan  Manual,  1931,  p.  74.  Cemetery  Records  and  Inscrip¬ 
tions,  Ypsilanti,  Michigan.  Probate  Records,  Ann  Arbor,  Michigan,  File  No. 
758.  Calendar  5,  P-  437,  1856.  Census  of  T850,  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  p.  839.) 

VII 


EDWARD  NOBLE  SKINNER,  son  of  George  Noble  and  Angeline 
(Oumpiuu)  Skinner,  was  born  in  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  August  3,  1840.  The 

IKHuccumu  li*U  him  as  follows: 
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SKINNER 


Edward  N.  Skinner,  Secretary  Michigan  Bar  Association,  age  39 

father  born  Connecticut 
mother  “ 

Margaret  L.  Skinner,  age  37,  born  New  York. 

father,  born  New  York, 

mother,  born  New  York. 

George  N.  Skinner,  age  15,  born  Michigan. 

David  E.  Skinner,  age  13,  born  Michigan. 

Edward  Noble  Skinner  married,  at  Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  Margaret  Louisa 

Rorison.  (RorisonIV.) 

Children : 

1.  George  Noble,  born  March  19,  1865,  died  July  26,  1921 ;  married  Lelia 

Yost,  born  November  20,  1870,  died  January  30,  1920. 

2.  David  Edward,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Brainard,  died  in  infancy. 

( Census  of  1880,  Hillsdale  County ,  Michigan ,  Enumeration  District  No.  88, 
p.  15.  Cemetery  Inscriptions,  Ypsilanti,  Michigan.) 

VIII 

DAVID  EDWARD  SKINNER,  son  of  Edward  Noble  and  Margaret 
Louisa  (Rorison)  Skinner,  was  born  at  Hillsdale,  Michigan,  February  12,  1867. 

Great  in  industry  and  finance,  a  builder  of  the  Northwest  and  a  generous 
Unefactor,  David  Edward  Skinner,  who  settled  in  Seattle,  Washington,  was  an 
out  standing  ligiu  e  in  the  lives  of  thousands  of  people  through  his  diverse  inter- 
ctti.  1  le  brought  international  fame  to  his  city  and  the  company  of  which  he  was 
tire  head  by  swift  construction,  in  war  times,  of  fleets  of  sea-going  steel  ships, 
nuking  a  record  of  s|>ced  and  quantity  of  production  that  never  has  been  equaled. 
In  the  years  following  the  World  War,  he  was  as  dynamic  and  resourceful  in 
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SKINNER 


other  enterprises,  and  throughout  his  busy  life  he  left  a  trail  of  philanthropy, 
kindliness  and  helpfulness. 

David  E.  Skinner  attended  the  grade  and  high  schools  of  his  birthplace  and 
Weaver  College,  North  Carolina,  an  institution  which  he  was  later  to  benefit 
generously.  He  had,  however,  in  these  early  days,  his  own  livelihood  to  gain,  and 
alone  had  to  be  the  architect  of  his  character  and  fortune.  As  a  youth  of  twenty 
he  was  employed  by  a  salt  merchant  of  Bay  City,  Michigan.  After  that  he  was 
connected  for  two  years  with  Crouch  and  Company,  acquiring  additional  knowl¬ 
edge  about  the  salt  industry.  His  first  important  personal  enterprise  was  the 
establishment  of  a  salt  business  in  1897  in  partnership  with  J.  W.  Eddy.  Within 
two  years  he  had  developed  it  to  a  stage  where  it  required  offices  in  Detroit, 
Chicago,  and  Milwaukee,  to  dispose  of  the  products  of  their  plant,  the  Anchor 
Salt  Company,  in  Ludington,  Michigan. 

At  the  age  of  thirty-three  David  E.  Skinner  was  seeking  larger  worlds  to 
conquer  and  to  this  end  removed  to  San  Francisco,  California,  where  he  continued 
his  connection  with  the  salt  industry,  but  was  soon  deeply  engaged  in  the  lumber 
business.  In  1901  he  was  a  large  stockholder  and  the  vice-president  of  the  Hobbs- 
Wall  Lumber  Company,  and  within  another  year  he  and  his  associates  had  pur¬ 
chased  the  Port  Blakely  Mill  Company,  at  Port  Blakely,  on  Puget  Sound,  which 
owned  the  largest  mill  in  the  world  at  that  time.  Of  this  he  became  president. 
Mr.  Skinner  moved  to  Seattle,  Washington,  in  1911,  to  be  nearer  his  lumber 
interests.  A  few  years  later  war  inflamed  Europe,  and  he  was  among  the  first 
Mtfiiciently  gifted  with  imagination  and  vision  to  realize  that  there  would  result 
.4  tremendous  demand  for  ocean  carriers.  In  1916,  in  association  with  John  W. 
Eddy,  the  Skinner  and  Eddy  Corporation  was  organized,  with  Mr.  Skinner  as 
prciidrnt.  Within  a  year  this  newcomer  in  the  field  of  ship  building  was  to  begin 
a  construction  program  which  made  the  company  world-famous  for  efficiency  and 
•peed. 
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The  first  record  by  the  Skinner  and  Eddy  Shipyard  was  set  on  November  13, 
1917,  when  the  steel  steamship  “West  Haven,”  8,800  tons,  was  turned  out  in 
sixty-four  working  days.  The  record  was  cut  to  fifty-five  working  days  from 
the  keel  laying  with  the  launching  of  the  8,800  ton  “West  Lianga,”  in  April,  1918. 
Twelve  days  later  it  was  delivered  to  the  government,  a  world’s  record. 

Then  in  succession  came  the  “West  Alsek,”  in  fifty-eight  days;  the  “West 
Apaum”  and  “West  Cohas”  in  fifty-five  days  each;  the  “West  Ekonk”  in  fifty- 
seven  days,  all  8,800  ton  carriers. 

By  the  end  of  the  war  period,  1919,  the  plant  had  built  in  three  years  seventy- 
two  steel  steamships,  aggregating  638,000  deadweight  tons,  an  unequalled  record. 
Credit  was  given  to  Mr.  Skinner  as  the  head  of  the  company,  but  he  refused  to 
take  it,  saying:  “It’s  the  men  in  overalls  that  make  a  shipyard.”  But  it  was  this 
same  man  who  also  said:  “Never  mind  the  money!  A  day’s  delay  in  finishing  a 
ship  is  a  crime  against  the  boys  in  France.”  The  government  showed  its  recog¬ 
nition  of  the  Seattle  shipbuilding  firm  by  purchasing  the  old-established  plant  of 
the  Seattle  Construction  and  Dry  Dock  Company  and  leasing  it  to  the  Skinner 
and  Eddy  Corporation.  Wartime  contracts  of  the  firm  totaled  more  than  $100,- 
000,000.  More  than  fifteen  thousand  men  worked  in  the  combined  yards. 

The  end  of  the  war,  of  contracts  and  of  the  demand  for  vessels  in  nowise 
daunted  Mr.  Skinner.  He  closed  the  shipyards  and  became  interested  in  a  vari¬ 
ety  of  business  projects.  He  interested  himself  actively  in  the  Metropolitan 
Building  Company,  of  which  he  was  later  elected  president.  He  was  to  the  fore 
in  the  Alaska  fishing  and  salmon  packing  companies,. and  in  the  development  of 
the  far  Northwest,  as  chairman  of  the  board  of  the  Alaska  Pacific  Salmon  Cor¬ 
poration.  He  reached  the  age  of  sixty  and  yet  would  not,  or  could  not  retire,  so 
great  was  his  zest  for  work  and  the  thing  that  lay  just  ahead.  One  has  written 
of  him:  “He  lived  in  deeds,  not  years,  in  things  planned  and  completed,  not  in 


27 


£i  -rtdnovo'i''  (..»  /,j;vy  bi*;  ijiric'  ybbH  bns  wmiAS  sH)  /d  bioooi  Jtnrt  mIT 

>:  •  :\i  .<:  fai  )'<t  r“  Cj'-d  rnciwa  h  •)  >f  r  rr.rfvv  ^  c>i 

.'(1  V.  J  t-:  >t  >/;  <7  biOOM  1  ! 

.Hi<  .A  :.;.i  i.  -4  ooV.Hori  >  >  ^rriHomjolori.)  d)W  3fiiyi»Mo:>d  srfl 

5f  io'at  i>  ^  feu  of  hoiov/iob  cw  Jr  rj)r>(  eyi>b  y/ov/T 

t?./  ‘  »t|  ;  <*/i  )  i  •<  I « fl  .J  >/..;•  \  .  \'j  vV  '  off  J  tunno  noitVii:  .>  i  iwT 

1<  .  r  ‘  ?  'j  ;k  su  ■■'(tih  wd  ni  it  do)  teoW*‘  bni;  fnusqA 

f  Hi  r  ;rf  d  f  srif  i.  i  Jtj  iiv/j  9fiJ  ’to  blW  -flU  fl! 

.!•  Oj  )1  r  f| »  a.'  .-•no  Jd^.r  1  vtw  ,#«*> ;  i  :  teov/1 

rj  ,i  on  ,,i  ,v  >  .•;  QD  jr!1  }«;  b/>orf  o/l>  r>  m::  jM  )  rwi^  acw  JibsnD 

J  7  f  tjj  j  urf  A.  n  tidj  ,-ii  t  /g  n’  •  raui  ji  <  ;(  r  nr  :  ,)r  >h;5J 

-•>  >i  b;/v  /  rffc  ijt  a  i  r-rC'j  ...»  f  “o.-r^rl  r«*  <  /(>■ .  vfJ  t-.fmrgfi  mi  *ro  &  ?i  qH 

to  in.  !  xizikird  n-bt<  vdi  yal'kl  tlv  «f  mi  8  ^rkbiindifiria  ol))£o£  orfi  }o  nt  sin 

’■■i  of  <i  n  oi  /  in  r>  t  boM  y  iCl  bn*  Of)oinJa»i<0  oJ J i -  >2  ori) 

iiiidj  wio.'  "  .  ■  j  »,  s.tu  n,.W  Mjbum  i«x>  yl.*b.'l  ;n; 

.rlbuy  b  fi  J  rr  o  OP:  (if  DO*  ■-•  '  JM».  bfrp.  K  ff  00)  {ft  ftfirt)  ‘I.*!/,  .(XMJ'MXJ 

won  nt  o  •  5?ov  :  iuKi  iob  5X1  •  o  bn*  <>  ..  .  .vi  ■  a::  >  oiTT 

f;  *»  •  4!  1  off  n  ^b/iJ  6  jrj  fuJaoto  ri  oH  ?.)ooimr  mnnijd  i<>  yb 

t  1  .  J  injjo^l*  >1  o:riv;  }o  ,<l  (flfro  .)  j  .TflffiuK 

1  ►  If*-  ?•'  1  i  ’  .  j:a ntfuu  .o  ;nr  on  fiocrvu-:  bf;;t  o;ii  '  V.nlA  *•<!)  »tr 

o'.i  'j  >r/f  i  • /  /i  )  n  h  k  f* !>  Mi*  »b  if,)  ,:tj 

v\.  or  Nun  *  ■  •  ,  rjr  t»*-; ;  orii  nrhn  i  vl f  ./(« »i fi;T<><{ 

ui  ofiO  f>f;off/»  :  oii  ^  i  t-rll  t  Jill  l  iu:  A  f  if  ’ni)  )eo^  -  i  ,j.v/  f»ioij| 

)  I  i!  frrioo  0  )•.  »«i^  /r  fk/  T  .  ,  r>ov  (n  -f  'J,  ,rr  jmH  oH*  :  ff*  d  k 


« 


- 


'  *'■'  <’  •*  •  •  'i4l  * 


/'(( ttcrj 


v.VV 


¥ 


SKINNER 


figures  on  a  dial.  He  lived  ten  heroic  and  patriotic  years  in  one  and  paid  the 
price.” 

By  the  world  at  large  David  E.  Skinner  will  be  remembered  as  a  titan  of 
industry.  By  the  initiated  few  his  charitableness  will  never  be  forgotten — char¬ 
ity  in  his  thought  and  treatment  of  others,  charity  as  expressed  in  generous  if 
unostentatious  benefactions.  A  paragraph  in  a  tribute  paid  to  his  career  contains 
these  words:  “Few  men  have  accomplished  more  good  in  the  brief  span  of  life 
than  did  Mr.  Skinner.  Generous  and  intelligent  in  his  philanthropy,  no  move¬ 
ment  for  the  city’s  betterment  but  that  gained  his  wise  counsel  and  financial  sup¬ 
port.  His  range  of  giving  covers  a  multitude  of  charities,  extending  from  the 
call  of  crippled  children  to  the  encouragement  of  good  music.”  Not  many  knew 
of  his  support  of  the  Children’s  Orthopedic  Hospital  and  of  the  provisions  he 
made  for  its  future,  nor  of  his  founding  of  a  hospital  at  Jackson  Hole,  Wyoming, 
where  he  often  hunted.  As  the  president  of  the  Seattle  Community  Fund  for 
several  years  and  as  chairman  of  a  number  of  important  committees  he  “left  an 
indelible  mark  upon  the  progress  of  such  work  in  this  city.”  His  alma  mater , 
Weaver  College,  in  North  Carolina,  benefited  by  his  gifts.  A  man  of  few  diver¬ 
sions,  Mr.  Skinner  was  an  expert  with  firearms,  loved  to  hunt  and  enjoyed  golf. 
A  fine  tribute  to  his  personality  and  the  affection  in  which  he  was  held  was  paid 
by  a  caddy:  “He  was  a  swell  fellow.”  Among  Mr.  Skinner’s  clubs  were  the 
Rainier,  Washington  Athletic  and  Seattle  Golf  Clubs,  in  Seattle,  the  Pacific 
Union  Club,  of  San  Francisco,  and  others  elsewhere. 

The  death  of  David  E.  Skinner,  on  December  27,  1933,  at  the  age  of  sixty- 
six  years,  was  the  occasion  of  a  city’s  mourning  for  the  passing  of  one  of  its  most 
important  and  beloved  citizens.  Scores  of  letters  of  appreciation  and  condolence 
were  received  by  Mrs.  Skinner.  The  papers  printed  the  tributes  of  industrial, 
civic  and  humanitarian  leaders.  A  memorial  service,  broadcast  by  a  Seattle  radio 
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station,  was  concluded  with  the  following  address  by  the  Rev.  W.  F.  Major, 
D.  D.: 

D.  E.  Skinner  was  the  man  of  the  hour.  Little  of  stature,  big  in 
intellect,  brilliant  in  action,  dauntless  in  courage  and  absolutely  fearless, 
he  tackled  the  project  of  building  ships  in  such  perfection  and  rapidity 
as  to  call  the  attention  of  the  world  to  a  marvelous  production,  and  soon 
his  city  of  Seattle  was  on  the  map  in  a  blaze  of  international  glory. 

He  praised  his  builders,  he  took  into  his  confidence  his  official  force, 
but  day  and  night  his  master  mind  planned  and  weighed,  and  each  day 
was  given  for  execution  that  which  had  been  perfectly  thought  out  by 
him. 

Through  his  experience  starting  with  his  youth,  he  undertook  great 
enterprises  and  carried  them  through  as  a  matter  of  fact.  But  he  never 
claimed  personal  privilege  nor  acclaim.  They  were  all  factors  in  a  com¬ 
mon  cause. 

He  was  loyal  to  his  friends.  They  were  loyal  to  him.  His  office 
force  was  that  of  a  household.  They  met  in  conference  and  each  one 
was  heard  and  heeded.  They  went  out  as  a  unit,  as  a  family  solving 
their  problems.  He  was  benevolent  without  ostentation.  He  did  much 
to  make  the  Community  Chest  popular  in  the  minds  of  all,  and  to  make 
us  feel  that  we  are  a  great  family  working  together  for  our  common 
need. 

Many  an  humble  enterprise  was  made  stable  and  lives  by  his  helping 
hand.  Many  an  individual  had  a  load  lifted  from  his  mind  and  was  set 
upon  his  feet  by  his  timely  help. 

In  the  hurly-burly  of  the  world  we  forget  those  who  think  and 
plan  for  us  and  work  out  our  hard  problems  by  their  industry  and  supe¬ 
rior  ability  to  achieve. 

Of  my  many  friends,  I  have  none  who  coveted  as  little  personal 
commendation  and  praise  as  D.  E.  Skinner. 
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But  the  good  men  do  lives  after  them.  And  as  the  city  grows  and 
men  and  women  come  and  go,  firm  and  steadfast  will  remain  the  name 
of  D.  E.  Skinner,  builder,  giver,  friend,  patriot. 

David  Edward  Skinner  married,  at  Bay  City,  Michigan,  January  15,  1890, 
Jeannette  Caroline  Whittemore.  (Whittemore  X.) 

Children : 

1.  Everlyn  Stuart,  born  May  17,  1891,  died  July  10,  1893,  buried  in 

Ypsilanti,  Michigan. 

2.  Edward  Rorison,  born  June  19,  1896,  died  May  16,  1897,  buried  in 

Ypsilanti,  Michigan. 

3.  Frances  Louise,  now  deceased;  married  William  Edris,  of  Seattle, 

Washington. 

Children : 

i.  Jeannette  Katherine. 

ii.  Frances  Skinner. 

4.  Gilbert  Whittemore;  married  Winifred  Swalwell. 

Children : 

i.  David  Edward  II. 

ii.  Sally. 

iii.  Nancy  Carolyn. 


(Family  data.) 
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WHITTEMORE  ARMS 

(Burke:  General  Armory.) 


Arms — Vert  fretty  or. 


"W  hittemore 

HE  surname  Whittemore  is  derived  from  “White  meadow 
or  lake,”  and  is  found  in  records  of  England  before  1300, 
the  first  one  of  record,  John,  Lord  of  Whyteinere,  having 
his  domicile  in  what  is  now  the  Manor  of  Claverly  in 
Shropshire.  At  the  present  time  there  is  a  place  in  Shrop¬ 
shire  called  “Whittemore,”  which  the  family  have  held  in 
fee  simple  since  the  signing  of  the  Great  Charter  by  King 
John  in  1215,  at  Runnymede. 

(B.  B.  Whittemore:  A  Genealogy  of  Seven  Branches  of  the  Whittemore 
Family,  pp.  3-19.) 

T 

THOMAS  WHITTEMORE,  the  American  ancestor  of  the  Whittemore 
family,  came  to  this  country  between  1639  and  1645,  and  settled  in  that  part  of 
Charlestown,  Massachusetts,  which  is  now  embraced  in  the  town  of  Everett. 
He  came  from  Hitchin,  Hertfordshire,  England,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
Whittemore,  of  Hitchin,  who  was  married  in  1566,  and  had  brothers,  William 
and  Rowland.  Thomas  Whittemore,  Sr.,  died  in  or  after  1613,  as  is  evidenced 
by  the  following  record:  “The  26  daye  was  buried  Thomas  Whittemore,  Sr., 
widower,  who  by  his  will  dated  the  5th  of  May,  1613,  gave  twenty  pounds  to 
the  poor  of  Hitchin.” 
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Thomas  Whittemore,  the  immigrant,  embarked  from  England  apparently 
after  1638,  as  the  parish  records  of  Hitchin  show  that  his  son,  John,  was  born 
there  after  February  11,  1638-39.  In  1645  he  purchased  a  meadow  from  the 
Rev.  John  Cotton,  of  Boston,  and  the  site  of  the  dwelling  he  erected  thereon  is 
still  identified  in  Everett.  He  died  after  February,  1660,  as  his  will  was  made 
at  that  time,  being  proved  June  25,  1661. 

The  surname  of  the  wife  of  Thomas  Whittemore  has  not  been  ascertained, 
but  her  given  name  was  Hanna. 

Children,  as  per  will : 

1.  Thomas,  eldest  son,  in  England. 

2.  Daniel ,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Nathaniel. 

4.  John. 

5.  Elizabeth. 

6.  Benjamin. 

7.  Thomas. 

8.  Samuel. 

9.  Peletiah. 

10.  Abram.  (Ibid.) 

II 

DANIEL  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Thomas  and  Hanna  Whittemore,  died 
testate,  his  will  having  been  dated  May,  1683,  and  probated  April  7,  1685.  His 
considerable  estate  was  divided  between  his  wife  and  children. 

Daniel  Whittemore  married.  March  7,  1662,  Mary  Mellins,  daughter  of 
Richard  Mellins,  of  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

Children : 

1.  Daniel,  born  April  27,  1663. 

2.  John  ( 1),  of  whom  further. 
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3.  Thomas,  born  March  5,  1667. 

4.  Mary,  born  February  15,  1668-69. 

5.  Nathaniel. 

6.  Peletiah,  born  in  1680. 

7.  James.  (Ibid.) 

III 

JOHN  (1)  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Daniel  and  Mary  (Mellins)  Whitte- 
more,  was  born  February  12,  1664-65,  and  died  in  1730,  intestate.  On  April  3, 
1730,  his  wife  was  appointed  administratrix  of  his  estate,  which  was  appraised 
at  £503  18s. 

John  (1)  Whittemore  married  Ruth  Basset,  daughter  of  Joseph  Basset,  and 
granddaughter  of  William  Basset,  who  came  in  the  “Fortune”  in  1621. 

Children  : 

1.  John  (2) ,  of  whom  further. 

2.  Jeremiah. 

3.  Benjamin. 

4.  Patience. 

5.  David,  born  April  6,  1706. 

6.  Deborah,  born  March  1,  1707-08. 

7.  Peletiah,  born  October  30,  1710.  (Ibid.) 

IV 

JOHN  (2)  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  John  (1)  and  Ruth  (Basset)  Whit¬ 
temore,  was  born  in  September,  1694-  His  will  is  dated  December  11,  I77°* 
was  probated  September  4,  1771,  and  shows  that  he  was  seventy-seven  years  of 
age  at  the  time  of  his  decease.  He  was  known  as  “John  of  Leicester,  as  he  had 
removed,  in  1726,  from  Rumney  Marsh  to  Leicester,  where  he  spent  the  remain- 
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WHITTEMORE 

der  of  his  life.  His  farm  there,  consisting  of  three  hundred  and  forty-seven 
acres,  was  purchased  from  William  Keen  in  1726. 

John  (2)  Whittemore  married  Rebecca  Richardson,  daughter  of  Nathaniel 
Richardson,  of  Woburn,  Massachusetts. 

Children : 

1.  John,  born  1721. 

2.  Nathan,  born  1723. 

3.  Phebe,  born  1727. 

4.  Nathaniel  ( 1),  of  whom  further. 

5.  James,  born  1734.  (Ibid.) 

V 

NATHANIEL  (  1 )  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  John  (2)  and  Rebecca  (Rich¬ 
ardson)  Whittemore,  was  born  at  Leicester,  Massachusetts,  in  1732,  and  died  at 
Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts,  in  1764. 

Nathaniel  ( 1)  Whittemore  married  Sarah  Rice,  who  died  in  1782,  daughter 
of  Luke  Rice.  She  married  (second)  George  Harrington,  of  Brookfield, 
Massachusetts. 

Children : 

1.  Sarah,  born  July  18,  1754. 

2.  Nathaniel  (2),oi  whom  further. 

3.  Lydia,  born  February  15,  1758. 

4.  Paul,  born  May  24,  1760. 

5.  Eber,  born  April  24,  1762.  (Ibid.) 

VI 

NATHANIEL  (2)  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Nathaniel  (1)  and  Sarah 
(Rice)  Whittemore,  was  born  at  Shrewsbury,  Massachusetts,  March  9,  1756, 
and  died  at  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire,  June  9,  1839. 
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WHITTEMORE 

Nathaniel  (2)  Whittemore  married  (first)  Lucy  Harrington,  daughter  of 
George  Harrington  by  his  first  wife,  Rebecca;  (second)  Phebe  Waite;  and 
(third)  Mrs.  Jeremiah  Hadley,  of  Dublin,  New  Hampshire. 

Children,  all  of  first  marriage: 

1.  Paul,  born  December  8,  1780. 

2.  Nathaniel,  born  May  21,  1783. 

3.  James,  born  May  9,  1785. 

4.  Bernard,  born  August  13,  1787. 

5.  Lucy,  born  May  14,  1789. 

6.  Thomas,  of  whom  further.  (Ibid.) 

VII 

THOMAS  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Nathaniel  (2)  and  Lucy  (Harring¬ 
ton)  Whittemore,  was  born  at  Peterborough,  New  Hampshire,  September  13, 
1790,  and  died  in  Kane  County,  Illinois,  May  23,  1849,  aged  fifty-eight  years  and 
eight  months.  He  removed  to  Hampshire  Township  in  Kane  County,  Illinois,  in 
1836,  and  for  many  years  was  identified  with  the  affairs  of  the  settlement. 
Before  removing  to  Illinois  he  lived  for  a  number  of  years  in  and  near  Rome, 
New  York.  Thomas  Whittemore  was  a  man  of  considerable  prominence  and  was 
a  leader  among  his  neighbors.  The  first  schoolhouse  in  Hampshire  Township 
was  built  on  the  Whittemore  farm,  and  the  earliest  known  trustees  were  Thomas 
Whittemore  and  Lenas  Allen. 

Thomas  Whittemore  married,  November  1,  1809,  Melinda  Cresson,  born 
October  14,  1789,  daughter  of  Gaius  Cresson,  of  Swanzey,  New  Hampshire. 

Children : 

1.  Maria,  married  Nelson  Stewart. 

2.  Rowena,  married  William  Robbe. 

3.  Bernard  Cresson ,  of  whom  further. 
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4.  Helen,  married  Pyam  Cushing. 

5.  Jane,  married  James  Whittemore. 

6.  Adelaide. 

7.  Cordelia,  married  James  Percival,  of  London,  England. 

8.  Sophronia. 

9.  Thomas. 

(William  LeBaron,  Jr.,  and  Company:  Kane  County,  Illinois,  History,  p. 
458.  Pioneer  Publishing  Company:  History  of  Kane  County,  Illinois,  Vol.  I, 
p.  858.  B.  B.  Whittemore:  A  Genealogy  of  Seven  Branches  of  the  Whittemore 
Family,  pp.  3-19.  Benjamin  Read:  History  of  Swansey,  New  Hampshire,  p. 
716.) 

VIII 

BERNARD  CRESSON  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Thomas  and  Melinda 
(Cresson)  Whittemore,  was  born  near  Rome,  New  York,  about  1815,  his  age 
being  given  as  “35”  in  the  1850  census  for  Pontiac,  Michigan.  He  died  Decem¬ 
ber  7,  1856.  He  apparently  removed  with  his  parents  to  Illinois,  later  settling 
in  Pontiac,  Michigan.  He  was  appointed  treasurer  of  the  State  of  Michigan  in 
1850,  and  elected  in  1851,  serving  until  1855.  He  also  served  as  a  justice  in  1838. 

Bernard  Cresson  Whittemore  married,  in  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  Car¬ 
oline  McConnell,  who  was  born  about  1816,  and  died  October  14,  1868. 

Children,  all  born  in  Michigan : 

1.  Frances,  born  about  1839. 

2.  Walter,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Eugene,  born  about  1843. 

4.  Caroline,  born  about  1847. 

( Family  records.  Michigan  Historical  Commission :  Michigan  Biographies, 
Vol.  II,  p.  441.  Census  for  1830  of  Pontiac,  Oakland  County,  Michigan,  p.  21.) 
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WHITTEMORE 

IX 

WALTER  COOK  WHITTEMORE,  son  of  Bernard  Cresson  and  Caro¬ 
line  (McConnell)  Whittemore,  was  born  December  io,  1840,  in  Pontiac,  Michi¬ 
gan,  and  died  December  2,  1870. 

He  married  Frances  H.  Gilbert.  (Gilbert  VII.) 

Children: 

1.  Theresa  Frances. 

2.  Jeannette  Caroline,  of  whom  further. 

3.  Bernard  Cook.  (Family  records.) 

X 

JEANNETTE  CAROLINE  WHITTEMORE,  daughter  of  Walter  Cook 
and  Frances  H.  (Gilbert)  Whittemore,  was  born  in  Bay  City,  Michigan.  She 
married  David  Edward  Skinner.  (Skinner  VIII.)  (Family  records.) 
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HE  origin  of  the  surname  Rorison  appears  to  revert  to  a 
very  early  period  in  Scottish  history.  It  is  said  to  have 
originated  with  Alan  Rorason,  “ filii  Rodorica,”  about 
1350.  The  volume  from  which  this  reference  is  taken  is 
written  in  Latin  and  “Rodorica”  seems  to  have  been  the 
Latin  version  of  the  Scottish  name  “Rorison’  or  “Rora¬ 
son.”  Another  authority  gives  the  surname  as  a  variant 
of  Rory,  indicating  Rory’s  son. 

From  the  following  excerpt,  it  would  seem  as  though  there  might  be  a  pos¬ 
sible  relationship  between  the  Rorison  family  and  that  of  the  House  of  Douglas 
in  Scotland.  “Simon  Caruthers,  a  neighbor  of  Sir  James  Douglas  (1498-1578), 
died  in  1548,  leaving  two  very  young  daughters.  Sir  James  became  their  guard¬ 
ian,  and  in  1561,  Jane,  the  elder,  was  given  in  marriage  by  Sir  James  to  Thomas 
Rorison,  of  Bardannock.  In  the  meantime,  Sir  James  had  contrived  to  become 
possessed  of  her  patrimony,  which  consisted  of  about  three  thousand  pounds 
sterling  and  a  fee  simple  ownership  in  certain  estates  which  he  appropriated  for 
his  own  use.”  The  story  continues  that  the  younger  of  the  two  girls  forestalled 
Douglas’  attempt  to  possess  her  share. 

(Registrum  Magni  Sigclli  Regum  Scotorium  (Register  of  the  Great  Seal  of 
Scotland),  1306-1424,  p.  147.  Bardsley :  Dictionary  of  English  and  Welsh  Sur- 
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names.  Sir  Herbert  Maxwell:  A  History  of  the  House  of  Douglas,  Vol.  II, 
P-  253-) 

I 

JAMES  RORISON,  the  first  of  this  line  in  America,  was  born  in  Scotland. 
His  mother  is  said  to  have  been  Elizabeth  Douglas,  of  that  branch  of  the  Douglas 
family  to  which  the  Earls  of  Selkirk  belonged,  and  a  cousin  of  that  William 
Douglas  of  Castle  Douglas,  Kircudbrightshire,  and  of  Newton  Douglas,  Wig- 
tonshire,  who  was  known  as  “the  greatest  swordsman  of  Scotland.” 

It  is  related  that  the  Scottish  home  of  James  Rorison  was  located  near 
Castle  Douglas,  the  home  of  the  Black  Douglas  of  Scottish  fame,  in  Kirkcud¬ 
brightshire,  Scotland.  It  is  interesting  to  note  here  that  a  member  of  the  Amer¬ 
ican  branch  of  the  Rorison  family,  John  C.  Rorison,  who  served  in  the  World 
War  as  an  aviator  in  the  American  Expeditionary  Forces,  at  one  time  was 
brought,  in  the  course  of  service  routine,  to  Castle  Douglas  and  there  found  a 
representative  of  the  Scottish  branch  of  the  family,  still  living  there,  in  the  per¬ 
son  of  Miss  Edith  Sinclair  Rorison,  daughter  of  the  Rev.  Vincent  Rorison. 

While  some  records  state  that  James  Rorison  and  his  family  landed  in  Phila¬ 
delphia  soon  after  the  Revolution,  the  time  stated  is  probably  in  error,  as  is  later 
shown  by  the  record  of  his  son,  Alexander. 

James  Rorison  married,  December  13,  1756,  in  Scotland,  Margaret  or 
Peggy  Charters. 

Children  of  James  and  Margaret  or  Peggy  (Charters)  Rorison: 

1.  Jane. 

2.  William. 

3.  Mary. 

4.  Alexander,  of  whom  further. 

( Portrait  and  Biographical  Record  of  Seneca  and  Schuyler  Counties,  New 
York,  p.  341,  et  seq.  G.  N.  Mackenzie:  Colonial  Families  of  the  United  States 
(The  Grafton  Press),  Vol.  I,  pp.  451-52.  Family  data.) 
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II 

ALEXANDER  RORISON,  son  of  James  and  Margaret  or  Peggy  (Char¬ 
ters)  Rorison,  was  born  in  Scotland,  April  22,  1763,  and  died  at  Waterloo,  New 
York,  December  27,  1823.  He  settled  in  what  is  now  Center  County,  but  was 
then  part  of  Northumberland  County,  Pennsylvania.  The  1790  census  for  North¬ 
umberland  County,  Pennsylvania,  gives  one  of  the  name  and  we  find  listed : 
“Alexander  Rorison,  head  of  family  including  himself,  one  son  under  sixteen,  his 
wife  and  one  daughter.” 

It  is  evident  that  he  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  as  the  following  record  is 
found:  “Alexander  Rorison,  soldier  of  the  Continental  line  from  Northumber¬ 
land  County  during  the  years  1778-1783.”  He  also  served  as  a  Ranger  on  the 
frontier,  having  entered  such  service  from  Northumberland  County, 
Pennsylvania. 

About  1800,  Alexander  Rorison  removed  to  Seneca  County,  New  York, 
where  he  located  on  Lot  15.  The  civil  history  of  the  old  township  of  Washing¬ 
ton,  the  name  of  which  was  later  changed  to  Fayette,  New  York,  includes  the 
name  of  Alexander  Rorison.  He  was  chosen  commissioner  of  highways,  March 
2,  1802,  and  when  the  name  was  changed  in  1808  to  Fayette,  he  was  elected 
assessor. 

Alexander  Rorison  married,  in  Pennsylvania,  February  12,  1788,  Mary  Wil¬ 
son,  born  February  12,  1768,  died  at  Waterloo,  New  York,  December  4,  1833. 

Children : 

1.  James,  born  December  18,  1788;  settled  in  Seneca  County,  New  York, 

of  which  he  was  elected  sheriff. 

2.  Jane,  born  November  18,  1790,  died  February  17,  1813. 

3.  Margaret,  born  September  28,  1792,  died  February  22,  1813. 

4.  Mary,  born  July  7,  1794. 


55 


70  I  HUH 


-w  )m  jp**  no  <i>'i  >m;M  Imu.  i  <rjH.  lo  noa  ,V40<£T5IGj.  MJCIVl/  /'BLIA 
’  (•'  >,.  ■'  h  .  r!'  br  .  i  V...  i rie, A  .f/njt.v.-r  >v  i\  uO  21.//  v  n<  :*M 

-f  'io7l  ioi  anamn  (X  r  i  '•  ,  .j  n  tvlvtf  »/{ ,v  O  \- ft  7  o  ••  £.•  f 

•  ,•  t  an  r*<»>  jsjo xaibalMt  yji  •  «;-.[  i>  f. -iff  /ro;  *j«>>  n  b  n/vh  “ 


■*5jf  7  Jo  qtd?jtv.  v  j  b!o  a  ’)  n  noisi'i  ii^D  orfT 


'  .  -  -  »vi}  ,  c-  '£  1  i  b  s.?srb  <jkv.  ,.m.  ri  j  r-.  b,«  >  .  .l 


i 


X  wm-yr'  ni  |  -Am*  8<.'yi  ,6l  pdf  ;I  .i 

rn*  ■:  r'  ,  it,  v  i  lijiriw  lu 


RORISON 


5.  Elizabeth,  born  May  3,  1796,  died  February  20,  1813. 

6.  John,  born  August  30,  1798;  removed  to  Ypsilanti,  Washtenaw  County, 

Michigan.  The  United  States  Census  of  1850  lists  John  Rorison, 
aged  fifty  years,  born  New  York;  Sarah,  aged  forty-five;  Caroline, 
aged  nine.  The  History  of  Washtenaw  County ,  Michigan,  reads: 
“Mrs.  Sarah  Rorison  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  New  York,  and 
came  to  Ypsilanti  after  1836,”  and  the  Michigan  Pioneer  Society 
Collections  state  that  “Mrs.  Sarah  Rorison  died  February  15,  1883, 
in  her  78th  year  of  age.  She  had  been  a  resident  of  Ypsilanti  city 
and  township  for  forty-seven  years.” 

7.  Alexander,  born  August  31,  1800,  died  September  18,  1813. 

8.  Nancy,  born  June  14,  1802,  died  young. 

9.  David  Barber,  of  whom  further. 

10.  Peter  Wilson,  born  November  30,  1806. 

11.  Nancy  Wilson,  born  October  27,  1809. 

12.  Alexander,  born  July  12,  1813. 

(Ibid.  United  States  Census  of  iygo  for  Northumberland  County,  Penn¬ 
sylvania,  p.  184.  Pennsylvania  Archives,  Series  III,  Vol.  XXIII,  p.  245;  Series 
V,  Vol.  IV,  p.  692.  Everts,  Ensign  and  Everts:  History  of  Seneca  County,  New 
York,  p.  130.  United  States  Census  of  1850  for  Washtenaw  County,  Michigan, 
p.  819.  History  of  Washtenaw  County,  Michigan,  p.  506.  Michigan  Pioneer 
Society  Collections,  Vol.  VI,  p.  448.) 

III 

DAVID  BARBER  RORISON,  son  of  Alexander  and  Mary  (Wilson) 
Rorison,  was  born  in  Seneca  County,  New  York,  April  24,  1804,  and  died  at 
Ypsilanti,  Michigan,  October  26,  1890. 

The  Federal  Census  of  i860  for  Ypsilanti  City,  Washtenaw  County,  Mich¬ 
igan,  gives  the  following: 
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David  B. 

Rorison, 

farmer,  aged  56  years,  born  New  York. 

Lucinda 

ii 

1  u  u  u 

aged  49 

John  L. 

ii 

aged  27  “  “  “ 

Sarah 

ii 

aged  24  “ 

Jennie 

4  4 

aged  20  “ 

Louise 

ii 

1  ,  ^  a  a  a  a 

aged  17 

Arda 

•  4' 

aged  17  “  “  “ 

Brainard 

4  i 

aged  12  “ 

Minerva 

i  i 

1  ^  ii  ii  ii  ii 

aged  9 

David  C.  Mavhew, 

Professor  National  Science,  aged  40  years,  born 

tyew  York. 

Anita  D.  Aldrich,  preceptress,  aged  30  years,  born  Connecticut. 

The  above  illuminating  account  shows  that  David  Rorison  was  engaged  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  but  most  evidently  his  home  was  one  of  culture  and  refine¬ 
ment,  as  he  seems  to  have  provided  a  private  tutor  for  his  sons  and  a  governess 
for  his  daughters. 

David  Barber  Rorison  married,  January  29,  1829,  at  Fayette,  New  York, 
Lucinda  Yost,  born  March  20,  1812,  died  December  15,  1895,  at  Ypsilanti,  Mich¬ 
igan,  daughter  of  Casper  and  Rachel  (Edington)  Yost  and  granddaughter  of 
Captain  Casper  Yost. 

Children : 

1.  Charles  Ernest,  born  November  23,  1829,  died  March  12,  1830. 

2.  Mary  Elenor,  born  January  12,  1831 ;  married  Captain  Henry  Richards. 

3.  John  Lee,  born  June  28,  1832;  married  (first)  Susan  E.  Platt;  (sec¬ 

ond),  in  1854,  Elizabeth  Spear. 

4.  Rachel  Elizabeth,  born  October  3,  1833;  married  John  G.  Tooker. 

5.  Sarah  Almeda,  born  September  14,  1835,  died  in  1893. 

6.  Alexander  Casper,  born  March  14,  1837;  married  Arabella  Beckwith. 

7.  Lucinda  Jane,  born  December  18,  1838;  married  Albert  W.  Miller. 


59 


•'  *  *  I 


I) 


V 

>>  ('••JjQ 


wiaoJ 


«  «xJ  ,<•  i  uni/'''  )  biv  ( 

.lusniy  ;:o7  mol  :o/_  o(r.  ,*«  h  r>n<i  ,f.  >  ri»!  4  .<  (  in  A 

n  -  ■  :  *  rr w  Tot  to)i  ^n*j  -  -  ??  >f  ,  frv  i 

.ire»*figps&  aiil  iol 

*  ‘  4  ,»>J  -  if,  >  l  ,  t  '£u,jc«1  J  -ti  nuu  no?  r  H  ,:M 

hi  .ri  ryj.enjY  »  .  i  rt  «,fr  :  ,<7  fm  :i>  riv^M  jm.  >Y  tbr.rr.U 

bn,:  ‘ixf  )  to  >)  <  juno  ,tt 

.  rr  ni  lirfij 


»o  i  >jf?.  Hnny  n;  tzoY  f/iolf.  nil  -»i )  brf 


.•'Jiwrab-'fj 


RORISON 


8.  A  son,  born  February  18,  1841,  died  February  21,  1841. 

9.  Margaret  Louisa,  of  whom  further. 

10.  Nancy  Arda,  born  July  25,  1844;  married  Henry  M.  Grant. 

11.  David  Brainard,  born  July  31,  1847. 

12.  Minerva  Billy,  born  April  13,  1851 ;  married  Charles  S.  Lee. 

( Federal  Census  of  i860  for  Ypsilanti  City,  Washtenaw  County,  Michigan, 
p.  825.  S.  N.  Mackenzie:  Colonial  Families  of  the  United  States  (The  Grafton 
Press),  Vol.  I,  p.  452.  Rorison  Family  Bible.  Family  data.) 


MARGARET  LOUISA  RORISON,  daughter  of  David  Barber  and 
Lucinda  (Yost)  Rorison,  was  born  in  New  York  State,  August  9,  1842.  She 
married  Edward  Noble  Skinner.  (Skinner  VII.)  (Ibid.) 
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GILBERT  ARMS 

Arms — Argent,  on  a  chevron  gules  three  roses  of  the  held,  a  bordure  gules. 
Crest — A  squirrel  sejant  gules  cracking  a  nut  or. 

( Burke :  General  Armory. ) 


63 


!  '  •  '  - 

ait  <od  k  i>  >rl  srii  \o  .j  »«oi  ab*rril  ao;,  /^rb  &  nu  ,Jn^a/\ — "tM\ ik 

tivO 


Gilbert 

F  ancient  lineage,  the  Gilbert  family  has  an  illustrious 
background.  Appearing  variously  as  Jilbert,  Gerebert, 
and  Gislebert,  the  surname  Gilbert  was  known  in  England 
even  before  the  Conquest.  Westcote,  authority  on  Dev¬ 
onshire  history,  states  that  one  Gilbert  possessed  land  in 
or  near  Dartmoor  in  the  days  of  Edward  the  Confessor. 
An  early  seat  of  the  Gilberts  was  at  Greenway  in  the  par¬ 
ish  of  Brixhain. 

Contradictory  opinions  are  held  in  regard  to  the  glamorous  Gilbert  pedi¬ 
gree.  Thomas  Gilbert,  of  Compton,  in  the  parish  of  Marldon,  Devonshire,  Eng¬ 
land,  is  the  earliest  known  ancestor  of  this  family.  He  married  Amy  and  had  a 
son,  Jeffrey,  who  married  Jane,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  William  Compton,  of 
Compton.  Their  son,  William,  married  Elizabeth,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Oliver 
Champernon,  Esq.,  and  his  wife,  Egelin,  daughter  and  co-heir  of  Hugh  Vale- 
tort,  Esq.,  of  Tamerton.  William  Gilbert,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  (Cham¬ 
pernon)  Gilbert,  was  born  about  1382  or  shortly  before  that.  His  wife  was 
Isabel,  daughter  of  William  (or  Walter)  Gambon,  Esq.,  of  Mereston  or  Mores- 
ton.  Their  son,  Oates  (also  called  Otho),  was  of  Compton  and  was  sheriff  of 
County  Devon  in  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  IV.  Oates  Gilbert 
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as  a  bachelor  landholder.  In  1646  he  succeeded  Thomas  Stanton  as  interpreter 
to  the  Indians.  He  led  a  varied  public  career  and  was  evidently  held  in  esteem  in 
Hartford,  as  he  received  numerous  grants  of  land  for  civic  and  patriotic  service. 
In  1653  he  received  a  permit  to  build  a  warehouse.  Jonathan  ( 1 )  Gilbert  was  the 
first  collector  of  customs  at  Hartford  in  1659,  and  served  also  as  marshal  of  the 
Colony  for  several  years.  In  March,  1657-58,  he  was  one  of  a  troop  of  cavalry 
under  command  of  Major  John  Mason  in  the  Pequot  War.  In  1662  he  was 
appointed  to  keep  a  tavern  at  his  house  at  Cold  Spring  to  relieve  travelers. 
Through  grants  and  purchases,  Jonathan  (1)  Gilbert  acquired  large  tracts  of 
land,  which  he  distributed  among  his  children.  He  died  December  10,  1682,  leav¬ 
ing  real  estate  valued  at  £1312.  He  was  buried  in  the  ancient  burial  place  in 
Hartford. 

Jonathan  (1)  Gilbert  married  (first),  January  29,  1645,  Mary  White,  who 
died  in  1650-51,  daughter  of  Elder  John  White,  of  Hartford.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond)  Mary  Wells,  daughter  of  Hugh  Wells,  and  niece  of  Thomas  Wells  (Welles), 
Governor  of  Connecticut.  She  died  July  3,  1700,  and  is  buried  beside  her 
husband. 

Children  of  first  marriage: 

1.  Jonathan  (2),oi  whom  further. 

2.  Mary,  baptized  December  17,  1649,  died  young. 

Children  of  second  marriage,  order  of  birth  uncertain : 

3.  Sarah,  born  July  25,  1651  ;  married,  July  25,  1670,  Captain  Andrew 

Belcher. 

4.  Lydia,  born  October  3,  1654;  married  (first)  Jonathan  Richardson, 

and  (second)  a  Mr.  Chapman. 

5.  Nathaniel,  died  unmarried. 
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6.  Thomas,  of  Boston;  married  (first)  Lydia  Ballett  or  Ballard,  and  (sec¬ 

ond)  Mrs.  Mary  Trowbridge. 

7.  Samuel,  born  in  1663;  married  Mary  Rogers. 

8.  Ebenezer. 

9.  Rachel,  married,  September  22,  1686,  Josiah  Marshfield. 

10.  Hester,  married  Charles  Dickenson. 

11.  Mary,  married  (first)  John  Rossiter,  and  (second)  Samuel  Holton. 

(H.  W.  Brainard:  One  of  the  Gilbert  Family,  pp.  3-6.  New  England  His¬ 
torical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  IV,  pp.  229-30,  344.  American  Ancestry, 
Vol.  XII,  p.  130.)  ' 

II 

JONATHAN  (2)  GILBERT,  son  of* Jonathan  (1)  and  Mary  (White) 
Gilbert,  was  born  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  May  n,  1648,  and  died  at  Middle- 
town,  Connecticut,  February  1  (or  March  7),  1698.  He  was  somewhat  wayward 
in  his  youth  and  subsequently,  by  the  terms  of  his  father  s  will,  received  a  much 
smaller  share  than  his  brothers.  In  1684  he  appeared  at  the  General  Court  stat¬ 
ing  that  he  was  the  eldest  son  by  his  father’s  first  wife  and  that  he  and  his  father 

had  become  reconciled  and  that  his  marriage  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stow’s  daughter 

was  fully  approved  by  the  elder  Jonathan  Gilbert.  With  the  consent  of  Widow 
Mary  (Wells)  Gilbert,  he  was  granted  an  increase  from  his  father’s  estate. 

Jonathan  (2)  Gilbert  married  Dorothy  Stow.  (Stow  III.) 

Children,  recorded  in  Middletown,  Connecticut: 

1.  Mary,  born  May  18,  1680. 

2.  Jonathan,  born  March  31,  1681,  died  the  same  day. 

3.  Mehitabel,  born  February  8,  1681-82. 

4.  John,  born  June  30,  1683. 

5.  A  child,  born  February  8,  1684-85,  died  February  27,  1684-85. 

6.  A  child,  born  April  1 1,  1686,  died  April  28,  1686. 
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7.  Jonathan,  born  in  1688. 

8.  Nathaniel ,  of  whom  further. 

9.  Sarah,  born  in  1696. 

10.  Ebenezer,  died  March  21,  1717-18. 

( New  England  Historical  and  Genealogical  Register ,  Vol.  IV,  p.  344. 
American  Ancestry,  Vol.  XII,  p.  131.  H.  W.  Brainard:  One  of  the  Gilbert 
Family,  pp.  6-7.) 

Ill 

LIEUTENANT  NATHANIEL  GILBERT,  son  of  Jonathan  (2)  and 
Dorothy  (Stow)  Gilbert,  was  born  December  27,  1689,  and  died  April  19,  1756. 

He  married  (first),  March  1,  1715-16,  Hannah  Allen,  who  was  born  March 
6,  1699,  and  died  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  October  15,  1725,  daughter  of 
Deacon  Thomas  and  Hannah  (Leek)  Allen,  of  Middletown.  He  married  (sec¬ 
ond),  December  4,  1726,  Elizabeth  Prout,  who  died  at  Middletown,  September 
i,  1776. 

Children  of  first  marriage: 

1.  Allen,  born  May  17,  1 7 1 7- 

2.  Hannah,  born  September  10,  1718. 

3.  Dorothy,  born  May  6,  1721,  died  October  4,  1743. 

4.  Nathaniel,  of  whom  further. 

Children  of  second  marriage : 

5.  Elizabeth,  born  December  15,  1727,  died  in  infancy. 

6.  Elizabeth  (again),  born  February  15,  1728-29. 

7.  Eunice,  born  April  12,  1730. 
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8.  Ebenezer,  born  June  16,  1731,  died  in  1812;  married,  September  26, 
1754,  Hannah  Miller. 

(American  Ancestry,  Vol.  XII,  p.  13 1.  Commemorative  Biographical  Rec¬ 
ord  of  Middlesex  County,  Connecticut ,  p.  570.  H.  W.  Brainard:  One  of  the 
Gilbert  Family,  p.  7.) 

IV 

CAPTAIN  NATHANIEL  GILBERT,  son  of  Lieutenant  Nathaniel  and 
Hannah  (Allen)  Gilbert,  was  born  December  4,  1723.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the 
wars  of  the  Colonies  and  served  as  a  captain  of  militia  during  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  was  among  those  who  turned  out  in  Colonel  Comfort  Sage’s  Regiment 
to  repel  the  enemy  at  New  Haven,  Connecticut,  July  5,  1779.  In  February,  1785, 
Captain  Gilbert  removed  from  Connecticut  to  Lebanon,  New  York,  and  two  years 
later  he  was  accidentally  drowned  in  his  own  mill  pond. 

Captain  Nathaniel  Gilbert  married,  December  26,  1744,  Mary  Butler,  who 
was  born  July  28,  1726,  and  died  August  28,  1814,  daughter  of  Peter  and  Phoebe 
(Stow)  Butler. 

Children,  recorded  at  Middletown,  Connecticut: 

1.  Dorothy,  born  October  5,  1745. 

2.  Butler,  born  October  22,  1 747. 

3.  Nathaniel,  born  April  23,  1750;  married,  April  29,  1770,  Rebecca  Chloe 

Ranney. 

4.  Thomas,  born  April  1,  1752. 

5.  Hannah,  born  June  17,  1754. 

6.  Allen,  of  whom  further. 

7.  Giles,  born  April  21,  1759. 

8.  Molly,  born  September  18,  1764;  married  Colonel  Joseph  Cornwall. 

(H.  W.  Brainard:  One  of  the  Gilbert  Family,  p.  8.  American  Ancestry. 
Vol.  XII,  pp.  130-31.  Record  of  Service  of  Connecticut  Men  in  the  Revolution, 

P-  547-) 
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V 

ALLEN  GILBERT,  son  of  Captain  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Butler)  Gilbert, 
was  born  at  Middletown,  Connecticut,  April  23,  1756,  died  at  Orwell,  New  York, 
December  13,  1840,  and  is  buried  there.  He  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  serv¬ 
ing  in  the  First  Troop  of  Additional  Infantry  during  1777  to  1781,  and  also  in 
the  First  Troop,  Colonel  Sheldon’s  Light  Dragoons,  during  1777  to  1783.  He 
removed  from  Middletown  to  Schoharie  County,  New  York. 

Allen  Gilbert  married,  June  25,  1782,  Mary  Hall. 

Children : 

1.  Hannah,  born  October  5,  1783. 

2.  Betsey,  born  February  15,  1785. 

3.  Lucy,  born  February  10,  1787. 

4.  Dorothy,  born  September  10, '1788. 

5.  Richard,  born  January  1,  1791. 

6.  Esther,  born  August  28,  1792. 

7.  Edward,  born  May  3,  1795. 

8.  Allen,  born  August  1,  1797. 

9.  Jabez  Hall ,  of  whom  further. 

(H.  W.  Brainard:  One  of  the  Gilbert  Family,  p.  8.  Record  of  Service  of 
Connecticut  Men  in  the  Revolution ,  p.  273.  Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Gilbert, 
a  typed  manuscript  in  possession  of  a  descendant  of  Jabez  Hall  Gilbert.) 

VI 

JABEZ  HALL  GILBERT,  son  of  Allen  and  Mary  (Hall)  Gilbert,  was 
born  at  Gilbert  Corners,  New  York,  September  30,  1799,  died  at  Oswego,  New 
York,  May  31,  1879,  and  was  buried  nearby,  in  Orwell. 
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GILBERT 


Jabez  Hall  Gilbert  married,  September  7,  1826,  Mary  (Polly)  Salisbury, 
who  was  born  October  12,  1803,  and  died  October  14,  1867,  daughter  of  Reuben 
Salisbury,  of  Sandy  Creek,  New  York. 

Children : 

1.  Allen,  born  at  Orwell,  July  7,  1827,  died  at  Chicago,  May  4,  1889; 

married,  in  November,  1861,  Helen  Curtiss. 

2.  Mary,  born  November  15,  1828,  died  August  12,  1840. 

3.  Uri  Salisbury,  born  January  29,  1830,  died  November  24,  1886;  mar¬ 

ried,  November  8,  1858,  Melissa  Cooper. 

4.  Theresa  M.,  born  June  16,  1831,  died  in  July,  1890,  and  was  buried  at 

Rome,  New  York;  married  Henry  L.  Stillman. 

5.  William  Hill,  born  June  24,  1833,  died  at  Bay  City,  Michigan,  in  Octo¬ 

ber,  1903;  married  Cordera  D.  Fay. 

6.  Hiram,  born  May  23,  1835,  lulled  during  the  Civil  War  in  the  battle  of 

Gettysburg,  July  1,  1863. 

7.  Anne  L.,  born  November  29,  1836;  married,  February  24,  1859,  Adon- 

iram  Judson  Shelley. 

8.  Alice,  born  at  Orwell,  New  York,  September  29,  1839  ;  married,  Novem¬ 

ber  12,  1868,  Luther  Beckwith,  of  Bay  City,  Michigan. 

9.  Frances  H.,  of  whom  further. 

10.  Jennette,  born  at  Pulaski,  New  York,  December  5,  1843. 

( Genealogy  of  the  Family  of  Gilbert,  a  typed  manuscript  in  possession  of  a 
descendant  of  Jabez  Hall  Gilbert.) 

VII 

FRANCES  H.  GILBERT,  daughter  of  Jabez  Hall  and  Mary  or  Polly 
(Salisbury)  Gilbert,  was  born  at  Pulaski,  New  York,  October  18,  1841,  died  at 
Bay  City,  Michigan,  October  n,  1898,  and  was  buried  at  Pontiac,  Michigan. 
She  married  Walter  C.  Whittemore.  (Whittemore  IX.)  (Ibid.) 
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STOW  ARMS 

Arms — Azure,  three  bars  or,  in  chief  three  crosses  pattee  fitchee  of  the  first. 

(Crozier:  General  Armory.) 
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HE  surname  Stow  or  Stowe  is  of  Anglo-Saxon  origin  and 
signifies  “place,”  for  example:  Chepstow,  the  market¬ 
place;  Plaistow,  the  play-place  or  play-ground.  The  rec¬ 
ords  of  County  Cambridge,  England,  list  one  Baldwin  de 
Stow  as  early  as  1273.  The  Stow  or  Stowe  family  in 
England  is  best  known  in  counties  Middlesex  and  Lincoln. 
John  Sttfw,  of  County  Kent,  England,  and  Concord, 
Massachusetts,  is  believed  to  have  been  the  grandson  of  Thomas  (brother  of 
John  Stow,  the  famous  antiquary,  chronicler  of  the  Kings  of  England,  and  sur¬ 
veyor  of  the  city  of  London),  and  his  wife  Margaret,  and  a  great-grandson  of 
Thomas  Stow,  tallow  chandler  of  St.  Michael’s  parish,  Cornhill,  London,  and  his 
wife  Elizabeth.  This  Thomas  Stow  died  in  1526,  and  Thomas  Stow,  Jr.,  died 
in  1559- 

(Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  ami  Welsh  Surnames.  New  England 
Historical  and  Genealogical  Register,  Vol.  X,  pp.  121-22.  C.  C.  Adams:  Mid- 
dletown  Upper  Houses  (The  Grafton  Press),  pp.  694-95.  A.  S.  Wiester:  Gene¬ 
alogy  of  the  Stow  (Stowe)  Family  in  America,  pp.  2-3.) 


I 

JOHN  STOW,  son  of  Thomas  and  Elizabeth  (Wetherbee)  Stow,  was  of 
Hawkhurst,  County  Kent,  England.  He  was  born  about  1594,  in  England,  and 
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STOW 


died  October  26,  1643,  probably  at  Concord,  Massachusetts.  At  the  age  of  forty 
years  he  embarked  in  the  ship  “Elizabeth/’  in  one  of  John  Winthrop’s  companies, 
April  9,  1634,  and  reached  Boston,  Massachusetts,  May  17,  1634,  with  his  wife 
and  six  children.  In  the  group  were  also  his  wife’s  mother,  Rachel  Bigg,  over 
sixty  years  of  age,  her  daughter  Patience  (Bigg)  Poster,  aged  forty  years,  and 
the  latter’s  daughter,  Hopestill  Foster,  aged  fourteen  years.  Mrs.  Bigg  settled 
at  Dorchester,  Massachusetts,  in  1635,  with  her  daughter. 

John  Stow  settled  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  where  he  became  a  freeman, 
September  3,  1634.  In  1638  he  was  a  member  of  the  Ancient  and  Honorable 
Artillery  Company,  of  Boston,  and  in  1639  was  twice  elected  to  the  General  Court. 
The  First  Church  of  Roxbury,  Massachusetts,  has  the  following  record  of  a  state¬ 
ment  made  by  the  Rev.  John  Eliot,  the  “Apostle  to  the  Indians,  concerning  John 
Stow:  “He  was  a  Kentish  man.  Elizabeth  Stow,  the  wife  of  John  Stow,  was  a 
godly  matron,  a  blessing  note  only  her  family  but  to  all  the  church  &  when  she 
had  lead  a  Christian  conversation  a  few  years  among  us,  she  dyed  &  left  a  good 
savor  behind  her.” 

Between  1634  and  1643,  John  Stow  is  named  in  a  list  entitled,  “Note  of  ye 
Estates  and  Persons  of  ye  Inhabitants  of  Rocksbury,”  and  is  credited  with  two 
hundred  and  fifty-three  acres  of  land,  twenty  goats,  eight  kids,  and  an  estate  of 
£2  17s.  6d.  He  was  the  eighth  largest  landholder  on  the  list. 

John  Stow  married,  September  13,  1608,  at  All  Saints  Church,  Biddenden, 
England,  Elizabeth  Bigg,  daughter  of  John  and  Rachel  (Martin)  Bigg,  of 
Cranebrooke,  England.  She  died  in  August,  1638,  and  was  buried  August  21, 
1638,  at  Roxbury,  Massachusetts.  John  Bigg  was  the  son  of  Robert  Bigge,  of 
Benenden,  England.  John  Bigg  and  Rachel  Martin  were  married,  September 

1583. 

Children  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bigg)  Stow,  all  born  in  England: 

1.  Thomas,  born  about  1617. 
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2.  Elizabeth,  born  about  1619. 

3.  John,  born  about  1621. 

4.  Nathaniel,  born  about  1622. 

5.  Samuel ,  of  whom  further. 

6.  Thankful  born  about  1626.  (Ibid.) 

II 

SAMUEL  STOW,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bigg)  Stow,  was  born  in 
England  about  1624,  and  died  May  8,  1704,  at  Middletown,  Connecticut.  He 
was  made  a  freeman  of  Boston  in  May,  1645,  and  a  few  weeks  later  received  the 
degree  of  Bachelor  of  Arts  from  Harvard  College.  He  taught  school  at  Rox- 
bury  and  studied  for  the  ministry  under  the  Rev.  John  Maverick,  later  preaching 
at  Chelmsford,  then  at  Charlestown  and  Concord  and  finally  removing  to  Matta- 
besett  Plantation  (Middletown,  Connecticut),  in  1652.  For  some  years  Samuel 
Stow  preached  at  Middletown,  an*  was  the  only  minister  there  until  1668.  .  No 
church  was  formed  until  years  later,  and  he  seems  never  to  have  been  ordained. 
Samuel  Stow  later  preached  at  Windsor,  Farmington  and  Wethersfield,  all  in 
Connecticut,  and  became  the  founder  of  the  First  Congregational  Church  at 
Simsbury,  Connecticut.  On  March  22,  1670,  the  amount  of  property  assessed 
to  him  in  Middletown  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  pounds,  ten  shillings, 
and  he  was  listed  as  a  freeholder  and  proprietor.  He  donated  land  in  Middle- 
town  for  educational  purposes  and,  some  years  later,  the  thanks  of  the  General 
Court  were  extended  to  him  for  his  History  of  the  Annals  of  New  England, 

which  he  had  prepared  with  great  care. 

Samuel  Stow  married,  in  1649,  at  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  Hope 

Fletcher,  daughter  of  William  Fletcher,  of  C  helmsford.  She  died  before  August, 
1702. 
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Children : 

1.  John,  born  June  15,  1650,  at  Charlestown,  Massachusetts. 

2.  Ichabod,  born  February  20,  1653,  at  Middletown,  Connecticut. 

3.  Hope,  born  February  4,  1657. 

4.  Dorothy,  of  whom  further. 

5.  Elizabeth,  born  August  1,  1662. 

6.  Thankful,  born  May  5,  1664. 

7.  Margaret,  born  May  13,  1665. 

8.  Rachel,  born  March  13,  1667. 

(A.  S.  Wiester:  Genealogy  of  the  Stozv  (Stowe)  Family  in  America,  pp.  5, 


DOROTHY  STOW,  daughter  of  Samuel  and  Hope  (Fletcher)  Stow,  was 
born  August  1,  1659,  and  died  July  14,  1698-99.  She  married  Jonathan  (2)  Gil- 
bert.  (Gilbert  II.)  -  .  (Ibid.) 
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EASTON  ARMS 

Arms — Per  chevron  gules  and  or,  three  sea-dragons,  ducally  crowned,  counter 
changed. 

Crest — A  yew  tree  proper. 

(W.  S.  Easton:  Descendants  of  Joseph  Easton ,  of  Hartford,  Con 
necticut,  pp.  ix-xii.) 


91 


i 


>  K  ...  „.L>  -  . 


WJOKJ  r,ni  Wjy  A — U vt  ) 

V,vto\  \o  Hiu&imwU  :noj«*3  .2  W) 


Easton 


ASTON,  like  Norton,  Sutton,  and  Weston,  originally 
meant  an  enclosure  or  homestead  lying  toward  one  of  the 
four  points  of  the  compass.  Besides  minor  districts  and 
farms,  there  are  seventeen  parishes,  hamlets,  and  tyth- 
ings,  etc.,  in  England,  so  designated.  The  name  appeared 
at  an  early  date  in  the  records  of  England.  In  the  time 
of  Edward  III  the  name  of  Philip  atte  Estone  was 
recorded  in  Kirbys  Quest  in  County  Somerset,  and  in  the  Hundred  Rolls  of 
I2?3  an  Alan  de  Eston  was  recorded  as  a  resident  of  County  Oxford.  There 
are  numerous  other  records  in  the  annals  of  England  pertaining  to  this  ancient 

and  illustrious  family. 

(Lower:  Patronymica  Britannica.  Bardsley:  Dictionary  of  English  and 
Welsh  Surnames.) 


JOSEPH  EASTON,  the  emigrant,  was  born  in  England  about  1602,  and 
died  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  August  19,  1688,  aged  eighty-six  years.  He 
came  to  New  England  about  1633-34,  and  settled  first  in  Newtowne  (afterwards 
Cambridge),  Massachusetts,  where,  on  March  4,  1634,  he  was  listed  as  a  free¬ 
man,  having  taken  the  oath  entitling  him  to  vote.  In  the  spring  of  1636  he  was 

93 


1 


noiBh/1. 


<l  i;n  *no  ,n-.jisW  bnj>  c.  iu'>.  .nilv  K  MOTS. A 

t  9ii0  biBw  r  ani’W  '>*;:>  nor!  *io  nu'^lwj  m;  hu;  rr 

J>  J<  n}v*I>  o*  ;  ;;-  .3  r:i  ,.j  >  -^j.i 

•**'*  wofc'il  jJ)h  qil;rf  r  )p.  Mj  JU  (jipwfea  U 

1  *  •>  **  <10?.  .'J'-W'i  *,  ,  f.  . 

^  '  ('•  I(-''  to  ii-’ «8^1  u  fci,  I.V,  >»t  <!VA  ->Jo  *,1*  u.  \\ 

oi  rr>  .;  nMy^H  t<  ?ljm.  {*>4$  fr  *mco^  >  r*rii  rjin  m.m  a  /> 


;  ,  .  ;<  tin  <  »  bn  1 4  ;  n  ■  *  ni  rrin  i 
.2  xia  lr*5?A  88  >i 

>b  uvjf  )  3 rr.  f//3T  ?  i,t  ft  foj 

>•:  b  b  5 >:  ei{  21  /.  ori  ,|»£dj  {- 

^  r  1  to  r  f. 


0}  9m  &> 
>*B3  ,rtfi4JI 


EASTON 


one  of  the  band  under  the  leadership  of  the  Rev.  Thomas  Hooker  that  removed 
from  Cambridge  and  founded  the  present  city  of  Hartford,  Connecticut.  Joseph 
Easton  was  one  of  the  original  proprietors  of  Hartford  and  held  the  office  of 
deacon  in  the  first  church  there.  '  That  office  in  those  days  was  one  of  great  dig¬ 
nity  and  honor,  and  his  occupancy  of  it  is  indicative  of  the  esteem  in  which  his 
fellow-townsmen  held  him.  The  name  of  the  wife  of  Joseph  Easton  is  not  known. 

Children : 

2.  Joseph,  born  probably  at  Hartford,  Connecticut,  about  1648,  and  died 

December  30,  1711;  married  Hannah  Ensign. 

3.  Mary ,  of  whom  further. 

4.  Sarah;  married  Richard  Shirley,  who  died  in  lyn. 

(W.  S.  Easton:  Descendants  of  Joseph  Easton,  of  Hartford .  Connecticut, 
pp.  1,  6-7.) 

II 

MARY  EASTON,  daughter  of  John  Easton,  died  June  18,  1695.  She  mar¬ 
ried  John  (2)  Skinner.  /Skinner  II.) 

(Elias  Loomis:  Descendants,  by  Female  Branches,  of  Joseph  Loomis,  Vol. 
I,  p.  108,  Revised  Edition,  p.  127.  H.  R.  Stiles:  History  and  Genealogies  of 
Ancient  Windsor,  Connecticut,  Vol.  II,  p.  687.) 
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